Two Centuries of English Diplomacy
carried out, or even have suggested itself as possible, was due entirely to those clauses, already referred to, in the Peace of Westphalia, which transformed the smaller nationalities of central Europe from Imperial vassals into independent states. Clarendon's failure as a Foreign Minister had for its chief and continuing cause his inability to realise the entirely new position on the Continent created by the equilibrium that the Westphalia peace established and by the fresh communities carved out of the Empire. The cultivation of French goodwill also explains the great achievement of Clarendon's diplomacy, the king's marriage with Katharine of Braganza ; for Portugal had then thrown off the Spanish yoke and had become the trans-Pyrenean outwork of France. If the motive of the union had been to gratify France as against Spain, its consequence was by the bride's dowry of Bombay to give to her adopted country the first commercial and military centre acquired by England in Western India. After this the foreign policy of England under Charles IL modelled itself on that of Louis XIV. In the June of 1660 that king had effected a Franco-Spanish rapprochement by marrying the Infanta Maria Theresa, The obvious object of this union was to concentrate in French hands the dominion of the Low Countries, and Franche-Comt6, as well as to improve the French frontier on the Rhine. Henceforward in his importunities to Parliament for money the systematic plea of the second Charles was the necessity of not being inferior to the French king. Hence, too, in 1668, the first of the international arrangements known as Triple Alliances, for uniting England, Holland and Sweden
against French aggression in the Netherlands.    That
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